PART v: 1771-5
clergyman rose up, and repeating the text of scripture
denouncing judgement against whoremongers, asked,
whether, considering this, there could be any doubt
of fornication being a heinous sin.3 JOHNSON. 'Why,
Sir, observe the word whoremonger. Every sin, if persisted
in, will become heinous. Whoremonger is a dealer in whores,
as ironmonger is a dealer in iron. But as you don't call a man
an ironmonger for buying and selling a penknife; so you
don't call a man a whoremonger for getting one wench with
child.5
On Monday, April 6, I dined with him at Sir Alexander
Macdonald's, where was a young officer in the regimentals
of the Scots Royal, who talked with a vivacity, fluency, and
precision so uncommon, that he attracted particular atten-
tion. He proved to be the Honourable Thomas Erskine.
Fielding being mentioned, Johnson exclaimed, Ire was a
blockhead;' and upon my expressing my astonishment at so
strange an assertion, he said, 'What I mean by his being a
blockhead is that he was a barren rascal.' BOSWELL. Will
you not allow, Sir, that he draws very natural pictures of
human life?' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, it is of very low life.
Richardson used to say, that had he not known who Fielding
was, he should have believed he was an ostler. Sir, there is
more knowledge of the heart in one letter of Richardson's,
than in all Tom Jones. I, indeed, never read Joseph An-
drews.' ERSKINE. 'Surely, Sir, Richardson is very tedious.'
JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, if you were to read Richardson for the
story, your impatience would be so much fretted that you
would hang yourself. But you must read him for the senti-
ment, and consider the story as only giving occasion to the
sentiment.' - I have already given my opinion of Fielding;
but .1 cannot refrain from repeating here my wonder at John-
son's excessive and unaccountable depreciation of one of the
best writers that England has produced.
Mr Erskine told us, that when he was in the island of
Minorca, he not only read prayers, but preached two ser-
mons to the regiment. He seemed to object to the passage in
scripture where we are told that the angel of the Lord smote